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THINK
ON THAT

“Don’t let yesterday take up too 
much of today.” 

-Will Rogers features

BY CASSIDY KLEIN
STAFF WRITER

BY IZZY MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

FROM ALLPEOPLESCHURCH.ORG

CHICANO PARK DAY IS AN ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF THE 1970 PROTEST.
 PHOTO BY SCOTT BENNETT

KALO’S MURAL, OMENAJE, IN CHICANO PARK. 
PHOTO BY SCOTT BENNETT

Carmen Linares Kalo, a 
mural artist at Chicano Park, 
remembers being a young girl 
playing in the rose garden at 
her grandmother’s small home 
in Tijuana. She recalls the bright 
orange of the flower blossoms 
and rose petals as they dropped 
onto the earth. Her life as an artist 
and love for color is inspired by 
these moments, where she felt the 
“incredible love of the Creator.”

“Those deep feelings have 
been imprinted in my soul,” she 
said. “I paint from that.”

Kalo said that, like a lot of 
the murals at the park, her art is 
“based around social political 
work and human rights.” 

“I don’t believe in titles, but 
I believe in the humanity of each 
person,” Kalo said. “It goes back 
to my grandmother’s indigenous 
teachings that she imprinted in 
me as a child.”

Chicano Park, a vibrant 
California landmark full of 
Chicano art and history, is settled 
underneath the I-5 freeway and 
the Coronado Bridge in Barrio 
Logan. The concrete pillars, 
painted from top to bottom by 
local artists like Kalo, tell colorful 
stories of solidarity, respect and 
empowerment for marginalized 
people in San Diego.

Chicano Park’s history is 
one of struggle and triumph. In 

Chicano Park Muralist Honors Human Dignity Through Art

Throughout my church 
shopping process there has yet 
to be a church that made me 
want to come back. However, 
after visiting All Peoples this past 
Sunday, a non-denominational 
church in City Heights, I wanted 
more. 

The service itself was, to be 
completely blunt, average. They 
sang the same worship songs I’d 
heard at any other service, the 
pastor spoke on creating altars 
both inside and outside the 
church walls, and the coffee was 
nothing to write home about. 

But, while All Peoples on the 
surface was like any other church, 
the heart of the church caught 
my attention. Immediately after 
getting off of the shuttle, we 
were greeted with smiling faces 
and welcomed in by a diverse 
community. 

However, I feel it is important 
to note that All Peoples preaches 
from a conservative perspective 

CHURCH REVIEW: All Peoples Or Some Peoples?

the late 1960s, the Barrio Logan 
neighborhood was split in half by 
the construction of the I-5. Over 
1,500 people in the neighborhood 
lost their homes so the freeway 
could be built, according to 
PLNU Spanish professor Scott 
Bennett. Most of these people 
had been in that neighborhood 
for generations, some even before 
the establishment of the US-
Mexico border. 

The people of Barrio Logan 
then demanded they be given a 
park since their neighborhood 
had been uprooted, and they lost 
their access to the bay, which had 
been taken over by the Navy as a 
shipyard. The city said they would 
give them a park, but for years 
nothing happened.

One day, in 1970, a City 
College student named Mario 
Solis noticed there were bulldozers 
at the site where the park was 
supposed to be. He went up to the 
construction workers and asked 
when the park would be finished. 
They told him they had no idea 
about any park; instead, they 
were building a Highway Patrol 
Station. 

Solis hurried to spread the 
news to fellow students and Barrio 
Logan neighbors, who marched 
to the park in protest and formed 
a chain around the area with 
more than 200 people, which 
lasted for three days. Finally, the 

city agreed to give the people of 
Barrio Logan their park.

“It’s a [story about] a 
marginalized group trying to 
stand up for their land, their 
space, their culture,” Bennett said.

Bennett said the Aztlán flag, 
which is often flying at Chicano 
Park, represents the idea that 
the Mexican American people 
of Barrio Logan “didn’t cross the 
border, the border crossed them.”

“Before, there wasn’t the 
US-Mexico border, it was part of 
Mexico,” Bennett said. “So people 
were feeling like reclaiming the 
homeland of Aztlán. [For them 
it’s] saying ‘we are Mexican 
American, we claim those roots, 
but at the same time we are in a 
different context, in a different 
place.’”

Kalo found out about 
Chicano Park in the 1980s when 
she was raising her daughter and 
taking classes at San Diego High 
School. She took her daughter to 
the playground at the park and 
was drawn to the art scene.

“I think that’s where my 
activism was born,” Kalo said. “I 
started to help, washing brushes 
and all of that. Little by little, 
Chicano Park began to absorb 
me.”

Kalo’s mural is called 
Omenaje, or ‘Homage,’ 
which depicts a migrant with 

outstretched arms. The mural 
is dedicated to those who died 
during Operation Gatekeeper, a 
1994 measure implemented by 
the Clinton Administration that 
brought military force to the San 
Diego-Tijuana border. 

“There were some really 
ugly things that were happening, 
a lot of innocent people were 
dying,” Kalo said. “Operation 
Gatekeeper made it very difficult 
for people to cross through the 
conventional or traditional routes. 
To me it was no longer a border 
issue or a political issue, to me it 
was a human issue.”

Kalo said during this time she 
often went hiking in the Kumeyaay 
mountains near Ocotillo and 
had relations with the Kumeyaay 
people through ceremonies she 
had partaken in with them. Her 
first encounter with the dangers 
of the ‘Operation Gatekeeper’ 
era border crossings was when 
she was hiking and came across a 
young woman who was hurt.

She soon became involved 
with a Christian radical group who 
had bought land near Ocotillo 
and turned it into a cemetery for 
undocumented people who had 
lost their lives trying to cross the 
border. 

“I helped pick up these 
bodies in the desert,” Kalo said. 
“It was a very traumatic thing 

to pick up these folks and to 
honor them, to truly honor them. 
The mural is a resting place for 
people who have died crossing 
the border during Operation 
Gatekeeper. Everything on that 
mural symbolizes something that 
goes back to Creator, so it’s a 
very significant mural and it’s very 
important to me.”

Kalo said her mural does get 
vandalized from time to time, 
and she often has to clean it up, 
but she invites the community to 
come paint with her and join in 
ceremonies there.

Chicano Park is celebrating 
its 50 year anniversary in 
April 2020. The park holds a 
celebration called Chicano Park 
Day every April to commemorate 
the original protests.

Kalo encourages people to 
come spend time in the park with 
a posture of openness and respect 
for everything from “the grass, to 
the flowers, to the murals, to the 
colors.”

“It is a historic piece of San 
Diego and California because 
we come from a place of love,” 
Kalo said. “We would like to 
maintain its identity without being 
patronized. We don’t want to turn 
it into some cliche; we want to 
keep the authenticity of it. So it’s 
important that people come and 
be open to what’s there and keep 
stereotypes out.”

and is openly unsupportive of the 
LGBTQ community. While every 
person and church is entitled to 
their own opinion, I find it a little 
ironic. All Peoples seemed to be 
just that: a place where people of 
all backgrounds could come and 
worship God together.  I think 
this would be a considerable area 
of growth for the church in their 
mission to invite ALL people into 
a right relationship with Jesus. 

While there, I spoke with 
Hannah Andrade who is part of 
their on college staff for PLNU. 
Andrade is a PLNU alumnus 
and chose the university for its 
proximity to All Peoples.

“We pray for the other 
churches in San Diego,” Andrade 
said. “We know we’re not the only 
church in town — and praise God 
because we need all the help we 
can get.” 

This community cares 
about Church with a capital 
“C,” and they especially care 
about sharing that mindset with 

college students. Having only 
been to one service, I can tell 
that All Peoples places a huge 
emphasis on their young adult 
ministry. They greatly encourage 
students to seek God, even if they 
may not find God at All Peoples. 
They care about what matters: 
sharing God’s word, not where it 
necessarily takes place.  

Kenny Carpio, a freshman 
biology major, says his favorite 
part about church hunting “has 
been the people [he] gets to go 
with and seeing what [they] liked 
and didn’t like.” Carpio says he’s 
looking for a place that “makes 
[him] feel filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” However, he also loves the 
conversations and discussions 
that come after the services. 

A shuttle leaves from 
campus at 9:15 every Sunday 
morning to take students to and 
from service. However, Andrade 
knows “that weekend services 
are only a small part of your life, 
so [All Peoples] place[s] a huge 

emphasis on lifegroups and 
discipleship.”

Currently, there are three 
different Bible Studies that take 
place on campus throughout 
the week. Lauren O’brien, a 
sophomore spanish major, co-
leads a group on Wednesdays 
at 7:30 p.m. in Finch Q3. Jack 
Shelby, a senior music education 
major, co-leads a group that 
meets on Tuesday nights at 7:30 

in Flex 47D.  
“Lifegroup was a place 

where I was prayed for, cared 
for and even prophesied over,” 
Shelby says. “It was the biggest 
factor in my personal spiritual 
growth.”

All Peoples also offers 
a weekly college service on 
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. in the 
youth room of First Church. 


